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In this Issue:

HOME Focus Items
March Birthdays
Upcoming Events
Interesting People
Family Promise Update

Hands of Mercy
Focus Foods

for March
Canned Fruit / Applesauce
HOME collection basket in
the Gathering Area.
Our in-worship collection will
be Sunday, August 17. Cash on
check donations can be placed
in the offering plate.
Thank you for supporting our
local food pantry efforts to

Session Highlights from

February 15, 2026
Kathy Banker did the Session
devotion.

Worship Attendance: the
January 2026 average in-per-
son Sanctuary attendance was
67 (actual head count).
Registered Agent for our
Corporation - appreciation to
Jill McMaster, who has been our
Registered Agent for about 8
years. Jill has resigned this po-
sition due to health issues and
she has moved to Knoxuville.
Mike McElhinney volunteered to
assume this role. The Session
passed a motion to accept Jill's
resignation and to elect Mike
McElhinney as Bethel’'s new
Registered Agent. The Regis-
tered Agent serves as a point of
contact between Bethel and the
State. Mike is already the Pres-
ident of our Corporation and

on the Board of Directors. The
State verified that Mike could
hold all three positions simulta-
neously.

Active Member, Robinette
Garner passed on February 6,
2026.

Christian Education - Bon-

nie Phillips is in charge of the
Easter Egg Hunt this year.
Kathy Banker would welcome
thoughts about Summer Sun-
day School and Vacation Bible
School.

Finance - this Team continually
monitors Bethel's income and

expenses.
Parish Life - March 8 - pot luck;
April 3rd and 4th - potential
baking for Easter with youth;
April 5 - Easter and resurrection
rolls and bake benefit; and April
12 - pot luck.

Property - Name plaques for
Karen & Jim Schall - Arts &
Craft Room, Sam Dauvis - library
shelves, and Andy Avel - large
table in the kitchen. Adam
Gallaher received the plaques
but they were bent during ship-
ment and have been reordered.
There will be a Dedication at
some point. A new dishwasher
has been installed in Bethel’s
kitchen.

Personnel & Staff Support

- the Team will be working on
staff evaluations this year.
Service - The Session passed
a motion to allow Tech 4 All to
use Bethel as a site for their
classes. Paul Jackson will de-
termine whether there is ade-
quate WiFi capability - at least
100 MB/sec is needed. Tech

4 All is a volunteer-powered
501(c)3 nonprofit advancing
digital equity and environmental
sustainability across East Ten-
nessee.

Joe Coen was the Commis-
sioner to the February 14th
Presbytery meeting at First
Presbyterian Church, Sweet-
water. See report elsewhere in
this Open Door.

Cathy McDowell

Clerk of Session
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March Birthdays
Elaine Steele
Pat Vickers
Dianne Griffith
Bina Kirby
Mae Gallaher
Mark Preston
Hailey Choate
Vic King
Dan McDowell
Charlie Coen
Kathy Banker
Janna Brown
Linda Choate
Gary Griffith
Travis Brown
Shawn Hart
Will Jackson
Hayden Jacks
Stacey Copeland
Marge Hettrick
Justin Murr
Amy Gurtis
Greg Murr
Peggy Sheppard
Nancy King
Viviana Vanegas

Puzzje!

Find and circle these words associated
with the Lenten journey to the cross.

colt denial kiss repent
confess donkey lots silver
Cross forsaken palms sins
crown Gethsemane ~ penance suffer
crucifixion Golgotha Pilate thorns
death hosanna prayer vigil

ENAMESHTEGRLWY
CLEUXBMTHBUCWB
NRIKYPATETIYXY
AVJGALBREYARPB
NGNLISNLAINEDX
EWMPRVRDHBNRDF
PSOGOLGOTHABSC
DLNROCONFESSIK
OTHTCPEKWUOUND
MNSHNPWEDRHFSK
UNFOETKYCSGFOE
HECREVLISWQECM
HVHNCXSOCCJRLO
FQESUDSHCAAYMC
CRUCIFIXIONSRYV

(CEOCEO/CEO/CHO/CEO/CHO)

EASTER MORNING

Early Sunday morning, some women who followed 4 Jesus encountered
a great surprise. Solve the puzzle to see what the #f angels told them.

(CZOAN

Directions: Cross out every other letter in the maze. Write the remaining

letters in order to complete Luke 24:5-6, NIV.

LUKE 24:5-6, NIV
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Easter morning on the
Patio next to the lake,
weather permitting
Followed by Easter
Breakfast in FH.

Easter Egg Hunt
planned for Easter
Sunday, April 1
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Special Church News
from the Personnel Team

Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,

Mary Platt is no longer our
Church administrative and
accounting assistant. This was
a short-term position for her.
We are now looking for a re-
placement. Please feel free to
share this job opportunity with
anyone you know who might be
interested. Applicants should
send resumes to betheljobs@
bethelpcusa.org.

How to Contact Bethel

203 S. Kentucky Street
Kingston, TN 37763

865-376-6340

Reverend Beth McCrary
revbeth@bethelpcusa.org

Bethel Office
Open Position
betheloffice@bethelpcusa.org

Mousic Director Judy Yeaworth
bethelmusic@bethelpcusa.org

Bethel Treasurer Linda Brown
betheltreasurer@bethelpcusa.org

Clerk of Session Cathy McDowell
sessionclerk@bethelpcusa.org

Administrative & Accounting
Assistant Open Position
betheljobs@bethelpcusa.org

Remote Area
Medical (RAM)

provides free dental, vision and
medical care through pop-up
mobile clinics across the
country.

Services are offered on a first
come/ first served basis. No
insurance, ID or appointment is
needed.

The Harriman campus of
Roane State Community
College will host a clinic on
April 11-12, 2026.

You may find more information
or register to volunteer at
ramusa.org

Linda Brown and Brenda Bunch
are busy keeping all financial
matters up to date while Bethel
is searching for a new Admin-
istrative and Accounting Assis-
tant. Linda Brown is Bethel's
Treasurer.

Tech4All Update

Paul Jackson reports that
Tech4All is still currently work-
ing on evaluating and upgrading
Bethel’s wi-fi so they can use
Bethel for classes. The main
wi-fi won’t change. We are
donating a more capable device
for the library for higher speeds.
We will let you know. We will
let you know the devices’ SSID
and Password will be when
installed.

Tech4All is still looking for vol-
unteers to take pictures of Tech
4 All equipment to put on Face-
book Marketplace. Please email
info@tech4alltn.org or visit
https://tech4alltn.org/ to learn
more. If you have recently up-
graded your personal comput-
ing equipment, keep this group
in mind for donating your old
stuff.

Call for Updating
Member Contributions

As you all know, due to bad
weather Bethel canceled wor-
ship services the last Sunday
of January and the first Sunday
of February. As a result, our
offerings decreased. So if you
missed these opportunities to
contribute, please consider
doing so in the next few weeks.
Thank you.

--Finance Team and Trustees

Seeking Sextons
for March, April, May
Signup sheet in
Gathering Area.



A Sharing Calendar for Lent 2026

Each day at or after a meal time, gather around this map activity. Consider the
reflection and questions, place a coin or a bill (a “gift") in your fish coin bank or a jar.

Ash Wednesday: Read Micah
6-8.What does God require of us?
How can we “do justice” in our

day today?

Thursday: Ourfish coin boxes
will hold many gifts of money
this season, but what other
kinds of gifts can we give? What
gifts can you give or share?

Friday: Sunday is Blue T-Shirt
Sunday. What does the PC(USA)
do to show God's love duringa
disaster? Choose something
blue to wear or bring to church to
celebrate.

Sunday: After a natural disaster, Monday: Over 18 million

Tuesday: Electricity is usually Wednesday: Is water necessary fol

Thursday: On the online OGHS Friday: If you can read, you are

~_ 7~ 7

~_

~_" ~

~_

their families. Give a gift per plant
in your house.

March 22-28

ﬁ; it may be hard to find places to Americans live in a food desert, the first utility that s lost in good health? Using the map, find map, look at the U.S. states where more likely to be healthier. Learn
S| cookorbuy meals. Say a prayer farfrom a store where they can astorm. Give a gift for each Zambia and read what the PC(U- the PC(USA) is working. Pray for new word today and give a gift for
g | of thanksgiving and give a gift for buy groceries. Give a gift for each electrical outlet in the room you SA) is doing there. After learning each by name and give a gift for every letter in your name.
& \ each mealyou ate today. grocery store nearby. are currently in. more, give a gift for each drink you each state you've visited.
had today.
~ / Sunday: Most people around the Monday: Climate change is Tuesday: When families move, Wednesday: Without the right Thursday: When roads are closed Friday: Itis estimated that 1in 5
« [ world don't have access to the forcing farmers worldwide building a new community of nutrition in the first two years of and electricity is off, going to see kids in the U.S. will experience
5| many varieties of fruit and vegeta- to either adjust their farming friends and neighbors can be life, a child's physical and mental adoctor can be hard. Give a gift if hunger this year. Give at
| bleswe have. Give one gift for each methods or move away. Give a hard! Make a card or gift for development is compromised. you've been able to see a doctorin least one gift if you have not
=\ type of fruit in your house. gift for each type of animal you someone new in your church or Give a gift for each toddler you the past year. experienced hunger this year.
saw today. neighborhood. know.
< / Sunday: Where does your water Monday: In Panama, the PC(USA) Tuesday: Social barriers are like Wednesday: If you could starta Thursday: Rainwater is rare in Friday: Changing weather
7 [ come from? Many people carry partnered in the construction of a locked doors that hold people back business of your own, what would some places, so special collection patterns mean old ways of
[ buckets of waterlong distancesto |  25,000-itertank, helping families a"‘.'é‘fe” them df“’”‘ﬂt]h{"“"gi Give it be? Give a gift for every good systems are built to catch the farming don't work in some areas
S| theirhomes every day. Give a gift wiith clean water for drinking and achllrhg:::‘*W oorthat can lockin business idea you hear from those y:atgn (j'Ve one g'ftij"et‘r’]efy daty anymore, so farmers need to be
< \ forevery faucet in your home. cooking. Give a gift for each drink Y ) you are with. :Ng:l? ed (orsnowed)in the pas taught new techniques. Give a
of wateryou had today. ) gift for every farm you've visited.

— /Sunday: In some places, people Monday: Hunger-related causes Tuesday: Some people can't find Wednesday: Poverty can make Thursday: The most vulnerable Friday: Sometimes people need
‘J: walk for hours to go to church, kill thousands of people every day jobs and care forthemselves people feel like they are always are often the most impacted in help advocating for their rights
~— [ where they find support and around the world. Give a gift for because they don't have access to falling two steps back with emergency situations. Say a prayer — like lawyers fighting for those
S | encouragement from friends and meals you've had today. acarorthe right bus route. Give surprise expenses or problems. for children impacted by disasters, impacted by unfairemployment
‘E" family. Give a gift for every time one gift for every wheel in your Give a gift for every set of steps in and give a gift for every flashlight in practices. Say a prayer for those

ou went to church this month. garage that helps you get places. your home. your home. who advocate for the poor.
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market, helping to take care of
their families. Give one gift for

Sunday: In South Sudan, women Monday: In Ohio, refugee women

have found hope as they learn to are able to market their sweet

farm so they can grow food for and savory treats at the farmers
every sweet treat you had today.

Tuesday: Immunizations give us
hope forwhen certain diseases will
no longer cause sickness and pain.
Give a gift for each immunization
you have received.

Wednesday: In Haiti, hope

is seen in the leaves of the
moringa tree, a superfood that
can help many hungry people!
Give one gift for every tree at
home.

Thursday: Give a gift for every ye:
you have been in school and find
three books you can donate so

another person can read and learn.

Friday: Learning new languages
can be hard! Give five gifts for
every language your family
members speak.

~_

<
T /Passion/Palm Sunday: Blankets Monday: Teaching healthy food Tuesday: Find a location on the Wednesday: Communication Thursday: God's love is shown in Friday: Clean water is a precious’
g . n y y p
< [ areusedinternationally to choices and food safety can OGHS map you have not learned can be incredibly difficult after so many ways. Find three things resource all over the world. Find
o [ comfort those impacted b change the health of an entire about yet. Spend some extended adisaster. Give a gift for every you can do today or tomorrow to SOme ways you can conserve
N P Y community! Find some healthier ysy
= | disasters. Give a gift for each foods you )c/én donate to a food time learning about and praying computer in your home, and call, share God's love. or use less water every day and
% blanket in your home, or find pantryym soup kitchen. for the ministry and people there. email or text a loved one. commit to doing at least 1fora
= \some blankets you can donate. month or more.
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Bethel's Calendar
Radar

. Sunday, March 1,
“Kingston Recital Event” in
sanctuary at 3:00

. Sunday, March 8, Con-
gregation Potluck Lunch after
worship

. Saturday, March 14,
Love Kitchen 25th Anniversa-
ry, Rockwood Presbyterian,
4:00

. Sunday, March 15,
Hands of Mercy food pantry
collection

. Sunday, March 15, Ses-
sion meeting after worship

. Sunday, April 5, Easter

. Saturday, April 11, Love
Kitchen, Rockwood Presbyte-
rian Church, eat at 4:00

. Saturday, April 18,
Kingston Lakeside Market,
Day One, 8 to 11

. Saturday, April 18,
Presbyterian Women of PET,
Spring Gathering, Chattanoo-
ga, 10:00 to 2:00

. Sunday, April 19,
“Kingston Recital Event” in
sanctuary at 3:00

. Friday, May 22, “Kings-
ton Recital Event” in sanctu-
ary at 7:00

. Saturday, June 13, Love
Kitchen, Rockwood Presbyte-
rian Church, eat at 4:00

. Monday, June 22, the
227th General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church
(USA) will convene in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin from June 22

Fellowship Team
Update

If you are interested in hosting a
Bethel fellowship Lunch, please
add your name to the sign up
sheet in the gathering area. Fel-
lowship lunches will be potluck
style. If you have any questions,
please email Rebecca Pierce at
rebeccadpierce@gmail.com.




Presbytery of East Tennessee Meets and

The earliest known confes-

sion of the Church that binds

all Christians is that “Jesus is
Lord” (Romans 10:9-13, 1Cor-
inthians 15:3-7, Philippians
2:11). Throughout the centu-
ries, Christians have had to
discern how to navigate this
understanding of the Lordship
of Christ with the tension of
civic duty and responsibility with
faith that affirms the Lordship of
Christ.

As Presbyterians, we are com-
mitted to active engagement in
our shared civic life, and we are
obligated to declare where we
stand in the face of abuse of
power and manipulation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ in this
country. Silence on such issues,
while well-meaning and for the
sake of maintaining a feeling

of peacefulness, must also be
avoided. In the Journal of Pres-
byterian History in 1964, John
T. McNeill wrote that “Political
indifference on the part of Chris-
tians is not a mark of superior
piety but of defective ethics.”
Thus, we are committed to ac-
tive engagement in our shared
civic life, and we are obligated
to declare where we stand in
the face of abuse of power and
manipulation of the gospel of
Jesus Christ in this country.
Therefore, the Presbytery of
East TN of the Presbyterian
Church (USA), meeting on this
14th day of February 2026, de-
clares the following with faithful-
ness and boldness:

Our scripture and tradition make
it clear where we stand: Each
and every person is created in

Issues a Statement

the image of God and declared
part of God’s good creation
(Genesis 1).

o We affirm each person as a
child of God worthy of dignity
and respect (Genesis 1).

o Therefore, we reject de-hu-
manizing language, policies,
and actions that have infiltrated
our communities and congrega-
tions.

Jesus teaches us that we are to
champion the vulnerable among
us and that to do so is to extend
care and compassion to him
(Matthew 25).

o We affirm our biblical faith
which calls us to welcome the
stranger and give safe haven to
the refugee (Leviticus 19:33—
34). We affirm the basic human
rights for immigrants and their
families to have safety, due
process, and protection from
violence or separation.

o Therefore, we reject the op-
pressive and violent tactics of
our government’s Immigration
and Customs Enforcement offi-
cers and demand transparency,
accountability, and adherence
to the rule of law. We affirm

that the values of justice, com-
passion, mercy, and liberation
are core to God'’s vision for the
world, embodied by Christ’s
mission, and are central to our
calling as the Church today (Mi-
cah 6:8, Luke 4:18).

Likewise, Our theological foun-
dations declare that the Church
is sent to be Christ’s evangelist:
“participating in God’s mission
to care for the needs of the sick,
poor, and lonely; to free people
from

sin, suffering, and oppression,
and to establish Christ’s just,
loving, and peaceable rule in
the world.” (Book of Order,
F-1.0302d).

o We affirm that Jesus Christ

is Lord and do not swear alle-
giance to any earthly ruler (Ro-
mans 10:9,Theological Declara-
tion of Barmen, 8.15).

o Therefore we reject the rise
of Christian nationalism in this
country and any attempt to
align a corrupted version of the
gospel of Jesus Christ with the
quest for political power based
on military domination, white
supremacy, and oppression.

As a presbytery, we refuse to
give in to chaos, division, and
fear. We will stand together as a
witness to the power of God’s
love which is stronger than
hate. We will seek to be the
body of Christ in the world to-
day, being faithful to the gospel,
following his teaching, and shar-
ing his justice and love.

Approved at the 165th Stat-
ed Meeting of the Presbytery
of East Tennessee, February
14, 2026 at First Presbyterian
Church, Sweetwater, TN



Singing Ambassadors Here for Our Delight

You are warmly invited!

Please join us in the beautiful
and historically significant Beth-
el Sanctuary for an important
and riveting concert:

Sunday, March 1, at 3:00pm
The Roane Choral Society’s
Singing Ambassadors in a won-
derful, soul stirring presentation

Home: America, Hymns and
Songs of a Young Nation

Journey through a musical his-
tory of our nation with the Am-
bassadors beginning with the
first American composer and
father of American hymnody,
William Billings, and his friends,
the patriot Paul Revere and gal
pal Betsy Ross, at the very be-
ginning of our fight for indepen-
dence, followed by the shaped
note schools of singing with
hymns of William Walker and
others from the Sacred Harp
and New Columbia Harp ac-
tively used in Appalachian East
Tennessee still today! (Recall
the music sung in the church
scene from the movie “Cold
Mountain”).This uniquely Amer-
ican music was created and
sung when Bethel Presbyterian
Church was first established in
the aftermath of the Revolution-
ary War, and would have been

sung within the walls of our
present sanctuary in it's earliest
days. In fact, several of the old
hymns will sound familiar to
you because we still sing them,
or a form of them, in our wor-
ship services even now! They
are achingly beautiful. Can you
guess what they are?

This magical musical history
tour continues, but | won'’t go
into further detail here. RCS
director Brenda Luggie, who will
conduct the Singing Ambassa-
dors, will guide you through the
rest of early America’s musical
story on Sunday, March 1 at
3:00pm.

SPECIAL TREAT #1: Our own
lovely music director, Ms Judy
Yeaworth, will be accompanying
the Singing Ambassadors at the
piano!!!

SPECIAL TREAT #2: An
Americana reception featuring
America’s national dessert and
displays of the Sacred Harp

and other historical texts and art
will be available for your perus-
al and enjoyment as you visit
together immediately following
the concert.

SPECIAL TREAT #3: ..YOU!..
It is a treat for us to have you
with us! Gather your friends,

family and neighbors and come
enjoy this wonderful concert in
our historical sanctuary which
was here when much of this
music was originally composed!
We will enjoy to have you with
us!

P.S. The concert is free!
There is no charge for the
program or the reception. If you
are so inclined, donations are
welcome. The Recital Series of
Kingston and Bethel Presbyte-
rian Church welcome you and
look forward to your presence
with us!

WORDS fal...
mudLC
SPEAKS
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Reminder: Copies of each month's Open Door are accessible from Bethel's

website: bethelpcusa.org Also, copies of each week's bulletin announce-

ments and a link to Bethel's online directory.
Print copies of Open Door are available in the Gathering Area.



Family Promise
Update

Kentucky Derby Fundraiser
Family Promise’s annual Ken-
tucky Derby Fundraiser is
tentatively set for Friday, April
24, 2026 at the Gates Events
Center in Harriman. Tickets are
$50.00. Our goal this year is to
raise $10,000. We are looking
for a local restaurant who would
be willing to donate the main
course. Additional food and bev-
erages will be provided by
volunteers.There will be a silent
auction. If anyone would like

to donate items, contact Jan
Rybka. There will also be a
“Hat Contest”. You might find a
selectionof items for decorating
your hat at the Family Promise

Thrift Store. This year we will
honor our “Thrifty Sisters”, Julia,
Kathy, Kim, and MJ), the
volunteers who keep our Thrift
Store going.

Family Promise Thrift Store
Family Promise will be moving
the thrift store from Rockwood
to Harriman on April 1. This is
an opportunity to operate more
economically and provide an
opportunity for program ser-
vices expansion in the future.
Shelter Family

Our shelter family is ready to
take the next step into more
permanent housing as soon

as there is space in Rockwood
Public Housing.

Bethel will provide meals the
week of March 15 — 21. Please
let Jan Rybka know if you can

provide a meal. The family is
without transportation at this
time. Tabby Lawson, case
manager, is driving them back
and forth from the Day House.
At this time, it would help if

we can provide homecooked
meals, groceries to cook their
own meals, or gift certificates
to restaurants on Highway 70.
Another great option is using
the Feed My Sheep program
offered at Kingston First Baptist
on Wednesdays. The meals are
prepared by Bettye Rose and
can be picked up at the church
at 5:30 PM. Meals are $7.00.
You must call the day before to
reserve meals.

Report to Session of Bethel Presbyterian Church re: 165th Stated Meeting, Pres-
bytery of East TN 14 Feb 2026, 1st Presbyterian Church, Sweetwater, TN

1. Rev. Bill Schenk’s name was
read aloud during the worship
service as part of the Necrology
listing.

2. The Presbyterian Women’s
ministry reported that their Spring
gathering will be on 18 April at
9:30am at 2nd Presbyterian in
Chattanooga. Contact is annbmy-
ers7115@gmail.com.

3. Hunger committee chairperson
Scott Brunger reported that de-
mand at the food pantry at Sunset
Gap had skyrocketed from 300
persons per week to 500 persons
per week. The $6000 that the
committee

has disbursed in the past months
went to these destinations: Sun-
set Gap, Morgan-Scott, Lancing
Presbyterian Church, and food
pantry at the Oak Ridge campus of
RoaneSt.

4. As requested earlier by the Gen-
eral Presbyter, Bethel shared a
bit of our mission story, with focus

on both the Lakeside Market and
Laundry Night.

5. Rebecca Shelby was one of the
two Presbyterian Youth Council
members installed. Youth summit
is planned for 10-12 April at JKC.
6. The balanced $655,000 bud-
get for CY 2026 was approved. It
includes these features:

a. 3% raise for staff

b. Because PoET is participating in
a pilot study, our required giving to
General Assembly, which the POET
does not pass along to individual
congregations, will be notably less.
The budget shows these savings
in a miscellaneous / contingency
line, and the budget committee
anticipates these funds will be
expended by the Presbytery,

7. Thanks were announced for
churches who had submitted

both their annual statistical report
and their for-review Session and
Congregational Minutes, including
Bethel.

8. Two motions regarding the 191
year old New Prospect Presbyteri-
an Church in south Knoxville were
approved. The congregation is lo-
cated in a church-dense area that
is not experiencing population
growth, and their membership has
declined notably in recent years
due to death of aging members. At
a congregational meeting back on
28 December, the members had
voted to dissolve the church.
These are the motions approved
by the PoET today:

a. Approve the dissolution of New
Prospect Presbyterian Church

b. With the exception of the ceme-
tery which will continue to be held
by PoET, approve the

transfer of the buildings and real
property formerly utilized by the
church to ljams Nature Center.

9. The Presbytery approved a dec-
laration that arose out of an initial
meeting of parties interested in
“‘Doing Justice, Together.”
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